I have now flown the Oesprey 5 hours on water
with grest number of water touch and goes
and full stop landings as well as taxi onto
beach.

The porpoise conditions which are characte-
ristic to most amphibian aircraft is correc-
ted immediately with a small amount of back
pressure. However it must be recognized and
corrected early or you will be subjected to
some pretty large hopa.

Once Osprey is on step which is very f{faset
and porpoise is mtopped juast maintain that
poeition and when Oeprey reaches flying
speed at approx 60 kte it will pop off the
water.

The Osprey is definitely an aircraft for the
water as I have now flown approx © hre on
and off the water and it’s just fantastic.

It ie now October 1 up here in Canada and I
am going to fly for another 2 wmonths, ccld
or not, to gain more experiences and the fun
with water flying. For those of you who have
been s8slowing down, DON’T as there 1is no
other flying like it, it’s just great.

The only way to fly is with the Osprey as it
is a pure joy to land on water and step out
onto beaches in 8 hundred different areas.
Only after you “finish" your own Osprey can
you understand how right you were.

I plan to take Osprey C-GSMP howme for winter
and make some improvements and make it ready
for the summer of 86.

Hope thie was of some interest and maybe
some help to others.

Respectfully,

Steven Mitton

12 McAlpine Dr

Rothesay N.B. Canada EOG 2wO
506-847-5790

Dear Ken and Lynn,

Greetings Wisconsin expatriates; the Badagers
will miss your support this fall. The very
name Strawberry Plaina sounds pleasant and 1
hope life is treating you well down there.

An ides - if everyone would write 8 note to
you when they renewvw their subacription - as
I do now - you would hasve plenty of material
for the newaletter and we could better keep
up with esch others progress, problems, etc.

1 atarted on my project in July of ‘78 when
I decided that an saphibian would be helpful
to get to my summer place on Bark Bay spit
(Lske Superior). With only 3000 feet of
protected water behind ay cabin the
performance of asvailable store-bought planes
seened marginal.

With the encouragesent of Dale Wilson, occa-
sional guidance from George, and much rea-
ding, a8 well ss a Vocational School course
in welding there has been slow but steady
progress and 1I°m getting to the end stages
that are so gratifying. When I read on the
plans that they are intended for the educa-
tion of the builder I didn’t know how prop-
hetic that would be.

Some of the thingsa I’ve leasrned asre:

Everything takes longer than you think it
will, even when this rule is taken into
consideration.

Corollary: I have stopped predicting
the date of the first flight.

Aircraft builderas enjoy esch small bit of
progressa - they have to!

Bulging plywood panels are a result of
applying plywood which is dryer than it
would be if exposed to your prevailing
climate. Prevent bulge by getting the
plywocd out of ita dry atorage in the box
under vyour bed snd into the workshop a few
weeka before aticking it on.

Bulges can sometimes be helped by
ahrinking the panel with an electric radiant
heater; then seal it immediately with glaas
and epoxy.

Save up all the amall non-urgent questions
and go over them once a year with George at
Oahkoah at the Wick’a seminar. I am sure
impressed with his ability to share his
wealth of knowledge.

Tools are half the battle. I tried to get
along for a while without s band saw and now
find it a great time saver. A diak ssander
for shaping wood and aluminus parts is
indispensable. A small Japanese back saw is
excellent for long, clean, fast and easy
cuts in plywood. A rubber bonded abrasive
wheel on one aide of your grinder makes it
easy to turn out well poliahed (read
fatique-crack proof) edges on ateel
fittinga.

One other tidbit - the U.S. Forest Products
Ladb feels it may not be helpful to spply a
paint on type of wood preservative. Too
superficial. Try instead to build so that
no water will have a change to socak into any
wood fibers.

I‘’s sure there is »uch more to learn; the
nevaletter has been a stedy source of ideas
and inspiration. Most inspiring is a memory
of an Osprey flight with Ernie Hummel.

If any builders in this general area want to

have a Saturday get-to-gether like we used

to do at Oconomowoc 1°’d be happy to host auch
@ time, and maybe a spaghetti dinner. Let

mne know.

Regards,

Gerry Clinton
3535 Topping Road
Msdison, Wi S370S
(608) 233-1020



