Dear Ken & Lynn,

Remember the Canadian builders
(now only one) who hoped for a 2
to 2 1/2 year completion date?
Well I didn’t make it. Had my 3
yr anniversary date January 1,
198S. To date my Osprey is com-
plete except for covering -of ¢on-
trol surfaces & wings, which I am
presently doing. The Osprey is a
very beautiful craft all assembled
and looks like it is meant to skip
(water) and split (air)tt

The Newsletter has been an inva-
luable aid as the weeks skipped by
and there is no qQuestion that my
airplane is a more functional and
satisfying airplane as a result.
I have very little to do before my
final inspection by our airworthi-
ness inspectors. The Osprey has
been an enjoyment to build and I
am sure it will be even more fun
to fly. I hope to do the ground
work and early flight testing in
the spring while our 1lakes and
rivers are thawing out up here in
New Brunswick, Canada. By late May
I should be able to do the water
work. If you remember there was
two of us building Osprey’s here,
however Peter has stopped and has
his engine, I0-320, material and
partial Osprey for sale. He
bought a Thurston Teal and I have
flown it, 8o can hardly wait to
make his mouth water when I fly
circles around him.

Will write again with a report
when flight testing has started
and hope I don’t have any self-
inflicted bad tales to tell.

Best wishes,

Steven Mitton

12 McAlpine Dr

Rothesay, New Brunswick,
Canada EOG 2WO

Dear Ken & Lyrin,

To keep others from rurnming into
trouble when mocunting arn "atti-
tude gyrac” on the front instru-
mernt pariel, here is my fix. The
panel slopes 2@ degrees, there-
fore a wedge is needed to mount
the irnstrumert vertical. If you
dorn’t in level flight or when
descernding vyou will reach the
linmits of the internal gimbels
and the display will tumble. N
caution note comes with the
instruments giviwmg this reguire-
mernt for  mount ing. However,
instrumenits are available for
use in helicopters, which chara-
cteristically have slaoping pa-
nels like the Osprey; only these
units cost $c80@ retail. There-
fore 1 calculate my wedge saved
approximately $265aQ. It's made
from 3 pieces of birch glued
together with epoxy and the
resuling assembly is then co-
vered all over with a layer of
deck cloth glass and resin.
It’s sized to match the typical
instrumert case and uses twoa 6~
32x1 3/4 inch long and two 6-32
X 3/8 inch 1long round head

sSCrews with small 2@ degree
aluminum wedges attaching the
wedge and instrument to the

panel face.

My bird stalls gear down at

65mph and gear retracted €4mph.
Now have 1@ hrs ovi the bird with

18 water landings arng 1 land
larding.

Ray A Shepherd
8948 NE 19¢rd Place
Bothell, Wa 38211



