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GEORGE PLREIRA

cellow Osprey Bullders:

it is with great pleasure that | can write

this article for the first Osnrey 2 !lewslet-
ter.
Some form of communication is invaluable

from builder to builder as it allows us to
nass on sone nev ideas that will produce be-
tter built aircraft and higher safety mar-
‘ains.

The success of this newsletter will depend a
areat dJdeal on each builder passing on prob-
lems, cures, flight tests, etc, to the Zil-
lmer's, editors of the Osprey 2 !lewslctter,
or to me so we can address the problem an4d
nass the Information back to you.
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The Osprey 2 prototype made the long 2,090
mile treck to tlecca again this year along
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with thrce more from California. 1| flew a-
about two hours a day at Oshkosh hopping ri+
des to bullcders In stiff cross winds, rain
and general confusion. (2rave souls you bLu-
ilders!) The prototype has about 507 hours
now. It has heen to Oshkosh five times now
and its holdinq up much better than | am!

Going through tlorthern ‘‘yoming Its made clo~
se to gross weight takeoffs as h|qh as 13,
N00 ft. density altitudes. Specds. have av=~
eraged about 120 to 125 (true) il.P.ll.at. just
over 7 G.P.}. or about 60% of power. The
Osprey 2 does very well 1In high mountain
flying. The prototype, empty, weighs 0740
| know they can be built lighter than
this, however some builders are as much as
130 1bs. heavier than the prototype. Two of
the Ospreys at Oshkosh were very heavy. They
flew well with two people on full fuel, how-
ever that sparkling performance was not ther
re on those high density take offs In 'yo-
ming! You have to be weicht conscious from

the first saw cut to the .last dab of paint!
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It seems the bigcest culprit in adding wel-~
ght to the Osprey is the ~fiber- glas appli-
cation, |If you don't know what micro ball-
ons are you may have to chase dqwn a Vari-
Eze builder and learn a few techniques in
glass finishing. | recommend makin~ a slurry
of ?icro ballons and pclyester resin  (very
hot
foam prior to applying the cloth,
casily and makes a areat | surface for the
glass. Squeegee all of the excess resin out
of the nlass and when dry,; re-fill the weave
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and brush or squeegee it on all of the .



